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subtle method of poison he will not endeavour to cover the tracks?
Do you suppose that a magistrates' clerk, well acquainted with
evidence, and the way in which men have felt the way to hide
what they are guilty of—do you suppose he would take no steps!
Yes, the very fact that this crime is one which is so difficult to
discover—is one which would lead him to apply the ingenuity
which he possessed and the experience he had acquired—led him
to cover up every possible trace of his crime if he could, and it ig
that sort of case in which he might expect to meet with success,
Many murders are committed, and many other crimes committed
in hot blood, but murder by poison is committed by deliberate
thought and by carefully and well-chosen means. It is as I have
said, sinister—it is a design, and thon a device no doubt is made
use of to secure that the discovery of the crime shall be well-nigh
impossible.
Now I will pass to the next matter to which I must ask your
attention—the Martin case.      You know the story.    On the 20th
October the position was this, a situation of some difficulty—do not
let me put it higher—had arisen whoreby Major Armstrong as the
stakeholder knew that unless completion took place the stake could
be re-demanded and the sale would bo off.      That had been made
perfectly clear, because at the interview of tho 20th, the day the
pxirchasers were present, they had emphasised their position.     On
the 21st  there   is   an  invitation to  tea,   tho  hospitality  offered,
Pause for a moment.      Who was this man whom Mr. Armstrong
was beginning to invite to tea?      Onco and once only previously
had he been invited to tho Armstrongs' hoiiso, and then he com-
mitted, according to  Mr.  Armstrong,  an  intolerable offence: he
went unsuitably clothed io this home in tho country on an after-
noon, and he arrived dressed in flannels and what is called a sports
coat, when, to pay proper respect to the invitation, he ought to
have dressed himself differently.      If you believe tho story, on
which I confess some comment might be made, if you believe its
Mrs. Armstrong had taken such exception that he was never invited
again; Mrs. Armstrong was particular.      It was after this situa-
tion, which was more or less acute, that an opportxmity is sought
by the loyal, faithful, and affectionate husband to once more offer
hospitality to the man whom his wife had taken exception to.   It
is curious, he does offer hospitality, no reason can Be given for it,
and finally the tea is fixed up for the 26th.    Ho declines to accept
the lift in the car which Mr. Martin offered; it is a time at which
they are both working at high pressure, very busy; these sales have
to be completed.     He says in declining the lift in the car that he
had something to do at Mayfield first.      He left the office at about
four o'clock; he says he went into the house and took off his hat
and coat; he does not remember going to tho caf6 that day.   What
happened?      At the tea a scone was handed to him, you have
heard from Mr.   Martin,  with the  definite statement,   " Excuse
fingers."    What was it?   Here there is a remarkable concurrence
3H

